[Chronic lymphatic leukemia. I. Clinico-biological features and survival analysis. Study of 187 patients].
A review was carried out of 187 previously untreated cases of chronic lymphocytic leukaemia diagnosed between 1969 and 1988. The median age of the patients was 65 years (range, 36-87). There were 118 males (M/F ratio, 1.7). In accordance with Rai's staging system the patients were distributed as follows: 0.29%; I, 20%; II, 25%; III, 13%; IV, 13%, and according to Binet's staging the distribution was: A, 55%; B, 21%; C, 24%. The most frequently found physical findings were lymph node enlargement (55%), splenomegaly (32%) and hepatomegaly (28%). Anaemia was present in 20% of the cases and thrombocytopenia in 13%. The mean lymphocyte count was 62 x 10(9)/L (range, 6-475 x 10(9)/L). Bone marrow infiltration of over 80% was seen in 46% of the patients. Bone marrow biopsy was performed on 97 patients, the diffuse pattern of involvement being most commonly found (44%). Increased BUN (55%), alkaline phosphatase (42%) and LDH (38%) were the most frequent biochemical alterations. Hypogammaglobulinaemia was present in 55% of the patients, IgM being the most commonly affected immunoglobulin (66%). Monoclonal gammopathy was seen in 4% of the cases. LDT, measured in 75 patients, was less than a year in 32%. No antileukaemic drugs were needed in 34% of the patients. When concluding this study, 100 patients had died. The median survival was 57 months and death was related to chronic lymphocytic leukaemia in 53% of such patients.